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2013 Vancouver Commandery Investiture 

Summer 2013 

Letter from Commander Richard Earthy 

            Greetings to all 

I hope all of you are enjoying the 

exceptional summer we are having 

this year.  

We are  excited about the upcoming 

official opening of  the St. John 

Hospice. By now, you have received  

invitations for the event scheduled 

for September 6th at the building 

site at UBC. 

For members of the Commandery, 

in general, this is truly an auspicious 

occasion and for those who have 

taken lead roles in the planning, 

fundraising, design, construction and 

completion, the finished product will 

stand as a tribute to your hard work 

and dedication. 

Once again we had a very successful   

Investiture Ceremony and we are 

pleased to welcome ten new, first 

class members to our organization. 

This bodes well for the future of our 

Commandery. 

As always, we entertained guests 

from other Commanderies both from 

our continent and abroad. I am 

pleased to accept accolades from our 

visitors on your behalf. The extra 

attention to detail in our events does 

not go unnoticed and I commend 

those who assume the organizing 

roles and carry them out with pride 

and professionalism. 

Our Directors met on July 10th. for 

a successful Strategic Planning 

session. I want to thank all of those 

who attended and participated. 

As we move forward, it is most 

important to define who we are 

and to establish our mission and 

set the goals for the future of the 

Vancouver Commandery. 

It would be easy to just rest on our 

laurels but now is the time to ask  

‘What next, where is our time and 

talent needed the most?’ Stay 

tuned for more details. 

I encourage all of our  members to 

get involved in one or more of the 

committees and work to  become a 

valuable part of  the next mile in 

our journey. 

Yours in St. John, 

Richard Earthy, KJSJ         

Commander 

The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

A very colorful and successful Investiture was held at the Christ Church Cathedral on June 8th., 2013 followed by an 

elegant Gala at  the Terminal City Club. 
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The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

 

On June 8th., 2013 the Ceremony of Investiture took 

place in Christ Church Cathedral in Vancouver  with 

H.M.E.H. Bailiff David R.L. Rolfe, GCSJ, CMSJ, 

MMSJ officiating along with Chevalier Reverend 

Nicholas J. Parker KGSJ, assisted by Chevalier Carl 

E. Armstrong, KGSJ 

The Procession entered the Cathedral singing Onward 

Christian Soldiers accompanied by the Cathedral 

Choir. After the Investiture of the ten new Aspirants, 

promotions of the Vancouver Commandery members 

were promulgated. 

 

Knight or Dame of Grace 

Chevalier Michael Peter Bentley, Dame Elizabeth 

Susan Byrd, Chevalier Christopher Gaze, Chevalier 

John C. Kerr Dame Wendy King, Chevalier John 

Ernest McGee, Dame Teresa Ruth Mitchell - Banks, 

Chevalier Rosslyn Sharp .  

 

Knight or Dame Commander of Grace  

Chevalier David Esworthy, Dame Phyllis May Grady, 

Chevalier James S. McGregor, Dame Anna Maria 

Nyarady, Dame Robyn Patricia Woodward. 

 

Knight or Dame of Justice 

Dame Karen Baker-MacGrotty, Chevalier Charles 

Wesley van der Lee. 

 

    Knight or Dame Commander of Justice 

Dame Susan Dickson, Chevalier Peter Hebb, Cheva-

lier John W. Norton, Chevalier Ian Reid, Dame Mar-

garet Anne Wood 

Knight Elevated to Bailiff 

Chevalier David J.R. Petitpierre, KJSJ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2013 Investiture 
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The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

Meet Your New Knights and Dames 

            The following is a brief introduction of the Vancouver Commandery Aspirants for 2013 

James Henry Bloy (Harry) has had a long career in politics and has served as Minister of Social 

Development and Minister of Multiculturalism.  He has also served on a number of committees, 

including the cabinet committee on The Future of Agriculture in British Columbia.  Prior to en-

tering into politics, Harry was the President of a local telecommunications company.  

Harry has received a number of honors, including, the Queen’s Golden Jubilee Medal, The 

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal, Lord Baden Powell Commemorative Centennial Medal and 

Scouts Canada where he received a medal for Good Services, Medal of Merit and Bar to the 

Medal of Merit.  

His publications include “The British Columbia Estimates Process: Issues and Reform” & the 

“British Columbia’s unique initiative process: The HST case Study”. 

Harry is an active volunteer and is involved with Scouts Canada, Optimist International, Lions 

International, Burnaby Arts Council and Vancouver Japanese Language School and Daycare.  

John Sebastian Brock born in West Vancouver in 1941 is a third generation  member 

of  the Vancouver-based Brock family. Married to Ruth, nee Stout, they have three 

married daughters and six grandchildren. 

John holds a B.Sc. in geology and geophysics from the UBC. His 49-year career has 

been devoted to mineral exploration conducted by publicly listed junior exploration 

companies under his management. John is still active in the exploration sector and 

is currently in the Klondike looking for the “mother lode”. 

During the 1990’s and into the 2000’s John served six years as a Governor/Board 

member of the Vancouver Stock Exchange and CDNX  Exchange followed by two 

years on the TSX Venture Exchange Advisory Board. In recognition of his valuable 

contributions to Canadian mineral exploration and finance, he is the recipient of a 

number of industry-related awards. 

John and Ruth enjoy adventure travel by boat to remote destinations. Their love of 

the sea is well supported by several decades of home life on Eagle Island in Howe 

Sound. 

NEIL de GELDER, Q.C. has been the Executive Vice President of Stern Partners Inc., which 

is a private diversified investment firm, since 2005. Prior to that, he practiced corporate law with 

a major Canadian law firm for over 25 years, and was frequently noted in industry publications 

as one of Canada’s leading mergers and acquisition lawyers. Mr. de Gelder was also Executive 

Director of the British Columbia Securities Commission from 1987 to 1990. He was appointed 

Queen’s Counsel in 1999.  

Mr. de Gelder is director of a number of public and private companies and has also served as a 

director of a major Crown corporation and as a commissioner of inquiry. He has also served on a 

wide variety of charitable and community boards over the years, including the Vancouver Art 

Gallery, the Vancouver Recital Society, and the Vancouver Board of Trade. He currently lives in 

Vancouver with his wife, Michelle Rupp. 
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The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2013 Aspirants 

Donald Patrick Degen is the 2005 recipient of the prestigious AWWA Fuller Award presented for 

distinguished service to the water industry. He is the immediate past Vice President of AWWA, and 

is presently the Utility Services Manager for the City of Kelowna. Don is responsible for all water, 

wastewater, solid waste and electrical operations.  Don is known for his commitment to the industry 

and leadership abilities.  He has established a noted reputation across North America for his creative 

thinking and ability to lead teams to innovative solutions.  

An accomplished speaker, he recently was the keynote speaker at the South African Water Congress 

and at the High Level Ministerial Global Water Partnership in Grenada, speaking on the integrated 

Demand Side Management.  

Under Don’s stewardship the City of Kelowna was the first water utility in the province of BC to 

undertake the AWWA Qualserve program.  The outcome of this program combined with some of the 

other innovations, Don and his team have introduced many leading edge improvements that are 

known and have been adopted throughout BC. 

 

Trevor Lester Fisher was born in South Africa, raised in New Zealand, and came to Canada on 

holiday 31 years ago.  He has served in five parishes, all in BC during that time.  Trevor has been 

an active priest in the Anglican Church for thirty eight years.  He is currently the Rector of St Ste-

phen’s, Anglican Church, West Vancouver.  (which has a number of members of the Sovereign 

Order of St John of Jerusalem as parishioners) 

 

Heather Jane Hamilton Following graduation from the University of Toronto, Heather served as a 

Dental Hygienist for 38 years. She is the current Chair of the Ministry of Human Resources and 

Skills Development. She has made substantial volunteer commitments in the Greater Vancouver 

community and in third world countries.  

Examples include: 

Volunteering during federal, provincial and municipal elections over the past fifteen years including 

membership on the Board of the Non-Partisan Association and the Board of Quadra Riding for the 

Conservative Party of Canada 

At Saint Faith’s Church where she has been Stewardship Chair for 8 years, a lead volunteer for 

Homelessness in Action Week, led fundraising campaigns and managed Church affairs as Warden. 

On the BC College of Dental Hygienists Internationally, Heather has provided outreach services as a 

Dental Hygienist in Ecuador, Cambodia and South Africa, where she helped provide dental care to 

orphans and served in rural villages.   
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The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2013 Aspirants 

Les Jickling is an executive with Copeman Healthcare, an organization devoted to private primary 

care. Outside of work he has been  involved in the Vancouver open water swimming association and 

for the last 12 years has served in a variety of roles including director and three-time past president. 

Les has also spent many years as a volunteer for the Conservative Party of Canada and from 2006-

2009 served on the board of the Vancouver-Quadra riding association. Les holds a BA in Political 

Science, a Master’s Degree in Business Administration and is  published in the areas of technology, 

adventure travel and private medicine. In 2005, along with teammate Mark Tanner, he was the first 

to paddle the Blue Nile from source to sea; a 5000Km, 148 day journey that passed through the 

countries of Ethiopia, Sudan and Egypt during a period of civil unrest. The journey, made in support 

of World Water Monitoring Day and WaterCan, was later dubbed one of the “The Top 8 Greatest 

World-First Adventures in the Last 8 years.” Other notable achievements have included swimming 

from Alcatraz to San Francisco, completing the grueling Ironman Triathlon and leading a skilled 

international expedition into the hills of Iceland in search of buried Viking Treasure.  

Moray Blair Keith is President of the Dueck Auto Group – 3 GM Dealerships in Greater Vancouver, 

of which Dueck on Marine is the largest dealership in Canada, along with Dueck Downtown and 

Dueck Richmond. 

Moray serves on the Boards of a number of organizations, including the BC Lottery Corporation, the 

Richmond Oval Corporation, the Vehicle Sales Authority, the New Car Dealers Association of BC, 

the Vancouver Board of Trade, and he serves as the President of the Delta Police Foundation.  He is a 

Regional Director of the Canadian Forces Liaison Council.  He was the Chairman of the 2011 Grey 

Cup Festival in Vancouver, was the Co-Chair of the 2006 World Jr. Hockey Championships, Moray 

sits as a Director of the BC Football Hall of Fame, while also being a Founding Member of the BC 

Lions Waterboys.  He is a Past Chairman of the BC Sport Agency and Director of the YMCA.  

In addition to Moray’s automotive and community involvement he is the current President of the 

Chiefs Development Group, which built and opened the Prospera Centre Arena in Chilliwack, the 

Langley Events Centre and the Moose Jaw Multiplex .  In recognition of his lifetime endeavors in 

both the Sports and Business community of British Columbia, Moray was awarded the prestigious 

2010 JCC Sports Personality of the Year Award.     

Moray and his wife Pamela have been longtime supporters of many local Charities, some of which 

include Ronald McDonald House, the Canucks for Kids Foundation, and BC Special Olympics, of 

which Pam is the Provincial Chairperson.   

Nancy Catherine Laughton is a senior executive and Certified Management Consultant with a broad 

human resources management and operations background, most recently as Managing Director with 
Knightsbridge Human Capital Solutions.  Prior to joining Knightsbridge, Nancy was Senior Principal 

with KPMG where she led the Career Transition practice for five years.  

Nancy graduated from the University of British Columbia with a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and has 

over 20 years consulting experience in the areas of career management, training development, general 

human resources and executive search.   

Nancy has been a speaker at several conferences including the BCHRMA Annual Conference and is often 

asked to speak at client company events on topics such as Best Practices for Terminations and Managing 

through change.  

Her community involvement includes supporting such organizations as the United Way, the YWCA, 

and CPAR as well as mentoring and coaching many young people with regard to career choices and 

job search strategies.  
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The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

2013 Aspirants 

Daryl Edward Rock has more than two decades of broad experience and increasing senior public 

sector management experience.  He has worked in the Social Sciences and Humanities Research 

Council where he created a logic model for the program and provided it with a strategic focus.   He 

most recently worked with Knowledge Exchange (KE) and Canadian Council on Learning (CCL) 

where he established a culture and a program for KE within CCL.  He was also responsible for 

managing all aspects of KE delivery.  

Daryl is an active volunteer within the community.  He has served on Disabled Persons community 

Resources, Canadian Paraplegic Association, Neurotrauma Foundation, and also the Rick Hansen 

Institute.  He is currently a board member on the Healthy Aboriginal Network which a national not 

for profit organization established to educate aboriginal youth about health and social issues.   
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The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

 

Aspirants and Guest Reception 

Prior to the 2013 Investiture, a reception for the new Aspirants and out of town guests was hosted at the 

home of Dame Wendy King DGSJ and Dr. Casey Manarey . The weather was fine and the guests gathered to 

meet and re-acquaint  in the beautiful setting. 
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The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 
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The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

Gala and Dance 

Wonderful meal, short speeches, plenty of laughter and 

an amazing performance by Abbacadbra capped off a 

perfect week-end. Congratulations to all the organizers. 
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The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John Hospice opening set for Friday September 6th., 3:30 PM 

On Friday September 6th, 2013 St. John Hospice, the first community hospice on Vancouver’s West 

Side, located on the UBC campus will officially open to provide 14 fully furnished ensuite bedrooms.  

In partnership with Vancouver Coastal Health Authority, Providence Health Care and the University of 

British Columbia, the Vancouver Commandery of the Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem and the 

Order of St. John Palliative Care Foundation have established the building, furnishings and landscaping.  

Upon entering the building, you are greeted by warm colours, high ceilings and ample natural light. 

There is no institutional feel, rather that you are entering the welcoming home of a friend. 

The building will be a comfort to the residents and families and yet functional for staff.  

Well done to all who have contributed their expertise  to the completion of this much needed facility. 
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The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Order of St. John Hospice Art Committee's primary 

goal is to select and collect works of art to create a 

peaceful, inspiring and attractive environment for the 

benefit of residents, their families, staff and visitors. 

 

 To further this goal, the St John Art Committee visited 

the hospice on May 22nd. It was exciting to see how 

beautifully the hospice fits into the landscape, serene and 

peaceful, contemporary yet timeless. The vibrancy of the 

UBC Campus, as you approach St. John Hospice, is a 

poignant reminder that life goes on in the midst of sor-

row. 

 

 Once inside the St. John Hospice there is a welcoming 

atmosphere. The ceilings are high, the halls are wide, the 

common areas are lovely yet functional. There are quiet 

spaces and spaces to share time with others. The resident 

rooms are a testimony to the care and comfort that each 

resident shall receive. Attention has been given to every 

detail. However, works of art will be needed to complete 

the quiet, peaceful, inspiring and attractive environment 

that has been created. 

 

 Through the Art Cart Program, residents will be given 

the opportunity to personalize their rooms by borrowing 

art reproductions from the art cart. This program is now 

currently funded for us by the Vancouver Commandery 

Foundation. 

 

 The Order of St. John Hospice Art Committee shall se-

lect, collect and encourage donations of fine art for the 

common areas. Feature walls require works of art to en-

hance the home like atmosphere of the hospice. To begin 

the process, each member of the St. John Hospice Art 

Committee has made a donation to the art collection. 

Will you join us in this exciting venture? 

 

 The Art Committee is Chaired by Dame Grace Gordon-

Collins, RCA. The committee has developed  guidelines 

for donations. Dame Gordon-Collins has sent a letter to 

each current member in the Vancouver Commandery 

outlining the present donation process, the tax receipt 

implications and selection criteria.  

 

 Thank you to members of the Art Committee: Mrs. 

Wendi Copeland, Mrs. Ellen Mahon, Ms. Colleen 

Nemtin, Dame Dewey Parker, Dame Anne Rowland and 

Dame Drinda Scott. We are indeed fortunate to be able 

to utilize their expertise and enthusiasm. 

 

 Let us join together to enhance the quality of life, 

through the healing power of art, for all who enter St. 

John Hospice. 

 

Yours in St. John, 

 

    Dame Susan Dickson, DCJSJ 

    Hospitaller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 The Order of St. John Hospice                       

Art Committee 

Members of the Order of St. John Hospice Art 

Committee selecting feature walls for  art work 
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The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All members are encouraged to submit photos, articles or reports of personal awards or achievements.  

We continue to update our website at www.sosjvancouver.com and we ask you to check out that site as well 

as the International site: www.sosjinternational.com. We appreciate any feedback or assistance maintaining 

these sites. 

Please submit any contributions to Gail Dunn at: admin@sosjvancouver.org. Phone (604) 682-2938 . 

Fax (604) 682-2974 

Chevalier Jim McGregor, KCSJ                            

Upcoming Events 

St. John Hospice opening—September 6th., 3:30 P.M. 

Christmas Luncheon   -       December 6th., 2013 - Arbutus Club 

Annual General Meeting  -  April 24th., 2014 

Vancouver Commandery Investiture -  June  7th., 2014 

 From the Editor 

    Obituary 

It is with profound sadness I convey the news of the passing of Chevalier Danny 

T. Gaw, KSJ, a proud Member of the Sovereign Order since he was invested in 

2000. 

Chevalier Gaw was a great contributor to Vancouver and an early leader in build-

ing strong bridges between cultures in the changing Vancouver.  

 Our condolences go out to Chevalier Gaw’s wife, Shirley, and his family.       

A Celebration of Life for Chevalier Gaw was held at Shaughnessy Golf and Coun-

try Club. 

Yours in St. John, 

 Commander Richard D. Earthy, KJSJ     


