The Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller
Vancouver Commandery
Summer 2015

The Vancouver Commandery of the Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller held
our annual Investiture Service on Saturday June 6th, 2015. Due to construction and renovation at our
normal venue, Christ Church Cathedral, we were pleased to make arrangements with the historic St.
Andrew’s-Wesley Church.
Photo by Kent Kallberg—Kallberg Studios

We were very pleased to invest nine new
members to our Commandery and one
for the Commandery of the Sierras.
There were also twelve promotions within
the Order. This year our Commandery
also appointed six Senators.
More information on our new members is
found on pages 5-9 in this issue.
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EVENT CALENDAR 2015 - 2016
ORDER OF ST. JOHN - VANCOUVER COMMANDERY
EVENT
DIRECTORS BOARD MEETING

DATE
September 9, 2015

TIME
4:00 PM

MEMBER ENGAGEMENT - Book Discussion "Being
Mortal"
HOSPICE OPEN HOUSE
DIRECTORS BOARD MEETING
CHRISTMAS LUNCH

October 15, 2015
October 22nd. 2015
November 25, 2015
December 9, 2015

6:30 PM
NOON
4:00 PM
11:45 AM

HOSPITALLER COMMITTEE- "Bucket List Event"
DIRECTORS BOARD MEETING
TOWN HALL MEETING
DIRECTORS BOARD MEETING
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

January 16, 2016
January 27, 2016
January 28, 2016
March 30, 2016
April 27, 2016

TBA
4:00 PM
7:00 PM
4:00 PM
7:00 PM

Message From the Prior of Canada
To Knights and Dames in the Priory of Canada:

to Commander Daryl Rock for a job well done.

It’s a pleasure to provide this brief message as I begin
my four year term as Prior of Canada. My role is primarily to provide oversight and guidance, through their
Commanders, to the four Commanderies in Canada.

Commander Lynda-May O’Brien, who served as an excellent Marshal for the Ontario Commandery Investiture,
is now turning her attention to recruitment for the Okanagan Commandery.

And a warm welcome to the fifteen highly-qualified
Knights and Dames who joined the Sovereign Order, and
Following a well-orchestrated Investiture weekend, in the Priory of Canada, this year.
May, the Victoria Commandery is now in the midst of
an election for a new Commander to take over later in I will be hosting the first Commanders’ Forum for Canadian Commanders, in early September, to facilitate the
the fall from Commander David Moore.
exchange of ideas amongst Commanderies. The emphaIn Vancouver, Commander Rowland has firmly grasped sis is on fostering cross-pollination and to get more out
the reins of the Vancouver Commandery and is off and of belonging to, and leading, the oldest order mentorship.
running. Commander Rowland presided admirably over
Vancouver’s June Investiture. The new Priory of Canada Collectively, we have a lot of knowledge and experience
flag was unveiled at this Service. A special thank you to we can share to get more out of belonging to the oldest
Chevalier Sir John R.C. Cave-Browne-Cave, BT., KCSJ order of chivalry in existence.
for his research and generosity.
Yours in St. John,
The Inaugural Investiture of the Ontario Commandery,
in Ottawa, was a wonderful event attended by a number Prior Richard D. Earthy, KCJSJ
of us from Vancouver. Congratulations
Highlights, in the Priory, over the past few months…
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Message From the Commander

As your new Commander, I would firstly like to thank you all for the honor of serving you over the next two years. I am
excited about this wonderful opportunity and look forward to assisting in the continuation of our mandate of helping the
Lord’s sick and poor.
I am most fortunate to have an excellent group of Officers at my side as well as the support of our new Prior. I am also
most thankful to have Gail Dunn helping me with all of the administrative parts of my new role.
Over the course of this summer I have made it my goal to learn more about palliative/end of life care in our province
with the goal of determining where best our Order can focus its resources into the future. I have met with local hospitals,
health authorities, palliative specialists and agencies that support palliative care in our province. I have discovered that
the need is great and broad reaching. Opportunities abound! Building our hospice was a most worthy accomplishment
and touches many lives but there are also great opportunities for us to do smaller projects that also have a positive impact
for many. You have probably noticed more and more media coverage on palliative/end of life care issues and, in fact,
our timing could not be better to be focusing on this area of need. I will be working closely with our Almoner in the
coming months to determine where best to focus our efforts. We hope to embark on several new projects in the coming
year. We will certainly keep you informed of our progress.
Engaging our membership is also a primary goal for the coming year. With the help of our Membership Engagement
Committee and Social Committee you will see an increase in activities that we hope you will be able to partake in. In
addition to this, we will be introducing time terms to our committees so that more members will have the opportunity to
participate on committees. With new projects on the horizon we also will be creating a Fundraising Committee. If you
have interest in being involved with this new committee please let me know.
I am excited about the future for our Vancouver Commandery. With so many well connected, talented community
minded members, I know that we can continue to make a positive impact in our community. I look forward to getting to
know you all better and to hopefully work with you in the very near future. I welcome your feedback, suggestions or
recommendations so please feel free to contact me at any time.
Yours in St. John,
Commander Anne Rowland, DGSJ, MMSJ

3

The Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller
Vancouver Commandery

2015 Investiture

The Vancouver Commandery of the Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller held our
annual Investiture Service on Saturday June 6th, 2015. Due to construction and renovation at our normal venue,
Christ Church Cathedral, we were pleased to make arrangements with the historic St. Andrew’s-Wesley
Church.
The Processional entered the Church with the Christ Church Cathedral Choir singing All Things Bright and
Beautiful and we were greeted by the late afternoon Vancouver sun streaming through the beautiful stained
glass windows.
The Ceremony was officiated by HMEH Grand Master Bailiff David R.L Rolfe, GCSJ, CMSJ, MMSJ, Grand
Prior of the Americas, H.E. Bailiff Grand Prior John H.G. Dunstan, GCSJ, assisted by Prior of Canada, Prior
Richard D. Earthy, KCJSJ, Vancouver Commander Anne Rowland, DCSJ, MMSJ.
The Officiants were Chevalier The Very Reverend Peter G. Elliot, KJSJ and Chevalier Carl E. Amerding,
KCSJ and the Ceremony was organized by Marshal Chevalier Jack Ernest McGee, KCSJ and his committee.

Knight Commander of Justice
PROMOTIONS
Knight or Dame Commander of Grace
Chevalier Matthew Casey
Dame Jane Hungerford
Dame Astrid Maria Levelt
Chevalier John Ernest McGee
Chevalier Fraser Rosslyn Sharp

Chevalier William H. Clarke

Knights and Dames Promoted
to the Rank of Knight or Dame of
Grace
Dame Annie Ah Yee Li
Dame Nancy Yvonne Van Laeken
Senators
Chevalier Allen M. Fowlis, KJSJ

Knight or Dame of Justice

Chevalier The Honourable John A. Fraser, PC, OC,
OBC, CD, KJSJ

Chevalier David Francis Hardwick

HE Bailiff Emeritus Arthur A. Knight, GCSJ,
MMSJ

Chevalier Iain R. V. MacKay

Chevalier Dwight I. Gregg Peretz, KJSJ

Dame Anna Maria Nyarady

Chevalier R. Michael Shields, KCJSJ – Senate
Chancellor

Dame Robyn Patricia Woodward

Chevalier Leslie A. Strike, KCJSJ
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Meet Your New Knights and Dames

Jan Ballard
Jan is a specialized public art consultant, and works on some of the largest public art projects in
Canada. As well as giving her time to numerous art-focused community initiatives, Jan is a
committed patron to many of Vancouver’s vibrant art institutions. She is on the board of directors at the Contemporary Art Gallery (CAG) in Vancouver and has served on several other nonprofit art boards including Presentation House Gallery and Centre for Contemporary Asian Art
(Centre A).
Jan is the principal of Ballard Fine Art Ltd, an international private art advisory and public art
consultation firm. She is a long time resident of West Vancouver and graduate of the University of British Columbia. Jan is married to Mark Ballard, also a member of the Sovereign Order
of St. John, with whom she has three sons.

Diana Barkley
Diana Barkley is a resident of White Rock, but she has lived and worked in Vancouver since
she moved from Ottawa to the west coast in 1980 after being hired by the Vancouver Sun’s
sports department.
While Diana started in journalism, she transitioned into public relations and has spent the past
30 years in this field (Expo 86, The Barkley Communications Group and Methanex). She is
an accredited member of the Canadian Public Relations Society (CPRS) and is one of a few
PR professionals who have been inducted into the College of Fellows of CPRS. Today, she
heads up Pacific Coast Public Television Association (Friends of KCTS9). Pacific Coast is a
registered Canadian charity supporting educational public television.
Diana is a member and past president of the International Women’s Forum – Vancouver, The
Terminal City Club (former board member) and the Vancouver Board of Trade. She has also
been appointed to the International Skating Union Adult Working Group, representing ice
dancing.
Throughout her career, Diana has been an active volunteer for a number of organizations –
the Canadian Red Cross, the Canadian Public Relations Society (volunteer examiner),
KCTS9, the Dragon Boat Festival, Canada Ice Dance Theatre and the Black Forest Parachute
Club (Diana is a former sport parachutist with 478 jumps to her credit).
She is an accomplished competitive ice dancer and still competes in national and international competitions. When not on the ice, she enjoys golfing with her partner, James Wilkins and
walking her rescue dog, Berkley.
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2015 Aspirants
Jess Ketchum
Jess Ketchum is a proud Canadian and life-long resident of British Columbia and has enjoyed a long career as a strategic communications advisor to industry and government.
While doing so he has been a committed community builder working with not-for-profits
in health care, the community and business.
Jess is a current member and the immediate Past-Chair of the BC Cancer Foundation Board
of Directors, a member of the BC Cancer Agency’s Clinical Trials Advisory Board, Chair
of the West Vancouver Community Centres Society Board, a member of the BC Trucking
Commissioner’s Advisory Board and the Business Council of BC’s Business Caucus. He
was actively involved for twelve years in the development of the 2010 Winter Olympics
and served on John Furlong’s Ambassadors Committee. He also served as Vice President
Communications for the Expo 86 Corporation demonstrating his desire to be involved in
the community’s major activities.
As a long-standing supporter of BC’s forest sector Jess served as the founding Chair of the
BC Government’s Wood First Committee and currently sits on the Canada Wood Council’s WoodWorks Advisory Committee. Jess was also an active member of the Vancouver
Convention Centre Expansion Task Force.

Robert King
Rob King’s community service includes his involvement as a director of the Highbury
Foundation, a B.C. based private foundation that supports a wide range of charities
throughout Canada. Mr. King also serves on the capital campaign board of Women’s Hospital, which is currently raising funding for a new state of the art NICU on the new Women’s/Children's hospital campus, and is a trustee and jurist of the Allard Prize foundation,
associated with the Faculty of Law at UBC, whose purpose is to seek out and recognize
individuals or organizations that have dedicated themselves and have been successful in
fighting corruption around the world.
Rob is President of King Pacific Capital Corporation, a company involved in private equity
and real estate investment and is also a principal of Westbridge Capital Group, a fullservice commercial mortgage finance company. Rob is a trustee of Pure Industrial Real
Estate Trust; is Chairman of the Board and past CEO of WesternOne Inc.; is Chairman of
the board of Pure Multi Family REIT and a director of Wall Financial Corporation.
Rob earned his MBA from Dalhousie University (1992) and a Bachelor of Arts from the
University of British Columbia (1989). He and his wife Lisa have three children Benjamin (17), Noah (15) and Natalie (12).
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2015 Aspirants
Myrlen Ann Knafelc (Commandery of the Sierras)
Myrlen Ann Knafelc is a businesswoman. Myrlen Ann and her husband owned and operated beer
and wine distributorships in Nevada and California. She was the first woman to serve on the board
of the Nevada Beer Wholesalers and as President. She was also the first woman to serve on the
boards of the Rocky Mountain and National Beer Wholesalers Associations. Myrlen Ann also
served on two condo boards in Hawaii for 32 years and as President for 27 years, sometimes for
both at the same time.
Myrlen Ann has used her experience in business for various charitable organizations over the
years, most notably as a volunteer for the Reno Rodeo for 50 years. She was the secretary and
bookkeeper for 19 years as a volunteer for 19 Presidents. She still does the bookkeeping for the
extracurricular events. Reno Rodeo is a non-profit organization and the Reno Rodeo Foundation
gives a great deal of money to charitable organizations. They also give college scholarships to
worthy young people.
Myrlen Ann belongs to the boards of St. Mary’s and Renown Hospitals. She is an active participant in fund-raisers for Nevada Opera, Philharmonic, & Chamber Orchestras, as well as CAAW,
Assistance League in Reno plus a number of charities for children, abused women and animals in
Puerto Vallarta, Mexico.
Myrlen Ann belongs to the boards of St. Mary’s and Renown Hospitals. She is an active participant in fund-raisers for Nevada Opera, Philharmonic, & Chamber Orchestras, as well as CAAW,
Assistance League in Reno plus a number of charities for children, abused women and animals in
Puerto Vallarta, Mexico.
Scott Lamb
Scott Lamb is a lawyer with the law firm of Richards Buell Sutton LLP in Vancouver where he
practices chiefly in the areas of construction and intellectual property law.
Scott has been active in professional and community organizations over many years. During his
time practising law in Toronto at a Bay Street law firm, he was the Vice Chair of the Toronto
Public Art Commission. He has also served as the Chair of the International Law Section of the
Canadian Bar Association (BC Branch) and served on the national executive for that section. Over the years Scott has been an active supporter of the Canadian Institute for Advanced
Research having met the founder, Dr. Fraser Mustard, while living in Toronto.
More recently, Scott has served as the President of the St. George’s School Old Boys Association, referred to as the Georgians. He is currently the Vice Chair of the Board of Directors of the
St. George’s School Society.
Scott has also been active in politics with the Conservative Party of Canada. He was elected to
serve on the National Policy Committee and in 2013 was elected at the Calgary convention to
serve on the National Council of the Conservative Party. The National Council is the governing
body of the Conservative Party and comprises 20 persons from across Canada and the leader of
the Conservative Party.
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William (Bill) Maclagan
Bill has an extensive background in community contributions in sports, community service
and health care. He is the Commissioner of the Vancouver Canadians Baseball Foundation
Little League, a member of the United Way Campaign Cabinet and a member of the St.
Paul’s Hospital Foundation. Bill is also a founding member of the Big Brother’s Giving Society. He is a former Chair of the B.C. Sports Hall of Fame and Museum and is a Trustee of
its Foundation. Bill and his wife, Jana, formerly chaired the Canadian Cancer Daffodil Ball
Gala Committee for two years. Bill and Jana are Chairs and Gold Sponsors for this year’s
Brilliant! Fundraiser for St. Paul’s Hospital Foundation and are leading a committee to plan
the 50th anniversary celebration for the B.C. Sports Hall of Fame and Museum in 2016.
Bill was born in Vancouver and raised in Campbell River on Vancouver Island. He holds a
law degree from the University of British Columbia and is the Managing Partner of Blake,
Cassels & Graydon LLP, where he is a tax lawyer.
Bill and Jana have two children, Konner and Keegan. In the summer months, they expand
their family by housing players for the Vancouver Canadians Baseball Club. Four of their
former billets have pitched in the major league this year. All four have at least one win.
Sarah Morgan-Silvester
Sarah is a corporate director serving on a number of boards including Canadian Western
Bank, ENMAX Corporation, Grant Thornton LLP and Grant Thornton Consulting. She is
past Chair of Port Metro Vancouver and chaired the committee responsible for overseeing the
merger of the three ports in the Lower Mainland, including Canada's largest port. Sarah has a
background in financial services and was past Executive Vice President, Personal Financial
Services and Wealth Management for HSBC Bank Canada and President and CEO of HSBC
Trust Company (Canada).
An active volunteer, Sarah’s charitable involvement spans organizations focusing on health,
education and the economy. She has a deep connection with the University of British Columbia having served as Chancellor, a member of the Board of Governors and a member of the
Alumni Association Board from 2008 - 2014. She is the past Chair of BC Women’s Hospital
and Health Centre Foundation and has served on the boards of the C.D. Howe Institute, and
Family Services of the North Shore. She currently serves on the board of the Vancouver
Foundation and continues as a member of the Campaign Cabinet for both UBC and BC Women’s Foundation.
Stephen Simpson
Steve Simpson was born and raised in British Columbia and has been involved in community
service since his early days as a Scout leader and Little League coach.
He settled in Vancouver and began his career as a writer and producer in advertising, but kept
his hand in community work. He joined Rotary and made several life-long friends from the
club that included his wife Susan. In fact they were first partnered in a golf tournament and
soon after partnered in marriage.
Steve was a founding member of the Canadian Heritage Arts Society that was responsible for
the Canada's 125th Anniversary celebrations. He has also served on a number of boards including Big Brothers of Greater Vancouver; Vancouver Playhouse; the Peace Arch Hospital
Foundation; Granville Island Trust and the Vancouver Port Authority.
Steve is a Rotary International Paul Harris Fellow recipient and presently serves as a Commissioner with the CRTC (Canadian Radio, Television and Telecommunications Commission).
He is married to Susan Dujmovic, who is also his favourite playing partner on the golf course.
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Susan E. Tufts
Susan was born and raised in Vancouver and is a devoted mother of four boys. She articled with
Rolfe, Benson LLP Chartered Accountants, and was later promoted to manager. Susan is now a
senior manager with the firm. For many years, Susan has committed time to her community
including volunteering at the Salvation Army Harbour Light, serving as Treasurer at St. Clement’s Anglican Church in North Vancouver, and also Treasurer for elementary school parent
advisory councils in North Vancouver and Richmond. She serves as the assistant to the Returning Officer for the annual Synod of the Diocese of New Westminster.
Over the past number of years, Susan has been visiting the elderly in care homes and has a keen
interest in expanding her knowledge of palliative care and its growing importance to our local
community. Susan’s focus on her family and community has been inspired by her parents’ example of community engagement.

The 2015 Aspirants are sworn in by Chevalier The Very Reverend Peter G. Elliot, KJSJ
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Aspirants and Guests Reception

Prior to the 2015 Investiture, a reception for the new Aspirants and out of town guests was
hosted at the home of Dame Jane MacDonald, DCSJ and Bruno Wall. It was a pleasant
evening in a beautiful setting.
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Reception and Gala
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Gala Dinner and Magic Show

The Investiture Ceremony was followed by a reception and Gala Dinner at the Sutton Place Hotel in Downtown Vancouver. The evening was organized by Events and Social Chair, Chevalier Dann Konkin, KCSJ and his Committee.
Chevalier Les Jickling, KSJ, was the Master of Ceremonies for the evening and we enjoyed the entertainment of
Camilo the Magician., who dazzled and baffled the crowd with his amazing sleight of hand.
We enjoyed a wonderful dinner and raised some much needed funds for our hospice at UBC.
A special thank-you goes out to all who put so much time and effort into preparing a wonderful week-end.
Dame Anne Rowland, DCSJ, MMSJ
Commander
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Member Engagement

The first SOSJ Member Engagement presentation was held in May, presenting Chevalier Dr. David Hunt,
Consultant in Pain Medicine, as our first speaker. Members learned about chronic pain and why it is one of
the most invisible and untreated afflictions in Canada. Thirty members were in attendance for this very informative and enlightening presentation. Thank you David.

INVITATION
Dr. Pippa Hawley will be leading our discussion of book, "Being Mortal" and what matters in the
end! Dr. Hawley is a cancer doctor and recognizes the shortfalls of our system; not to mention lack of
funding in the area of palliative care in our province. She is an advocate for educating doctors in the
area of palliative care. We look forward to this special event, and encourage you to read the book,
“Being Mortal” by Atul Gawande .
Thursday, October, 15 2015 - 6:30 - 8pm
St. Mary's Anglican Church, (Kerrisdale) 2490 West 37th Avenue, Vancouver, B.C.
Light refreshments will be served.
Reservations required by October 08, 2015
Please reply to:
Gail Dunn, Administrator
Order of St. John, Vancouver Commandery
Phone: 604-682-2938 Fax: 604-682-2974
email: admin@sosjvancouver.org

Dame Heather Hamilton
Chair, Member Engagement Committee SOSJ
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A Few Minutes with the Man Who is Passionate
about BC Business:
Chevalier Gregory E. D’Avignon, President of the
BC Business Council

Chevalier Gregory E. D’Avignon, KSJ is a busy man
these days. In addition to running the venerable 50 year
old Business Council of BC and all that it takes to steward
an organization representing more than one quarter of all
jobs in the province, he also sits on the boards of the
North Shore Winter Club, the greater Vancouver YMCA,
Chairs the BC Cancer Foundation and closer to home
coaches his youngest son’s Little League Baseball team.
When he isn’t volunteering his time in support of political
campaigns or community organizations, he likes to unwind with his wife Anna and sons Matthew and Evan.

series of leadership roles in business that culminated in
him accepting the role as President, Western Canada, Canada’s National Brewers - a fascinating and demanding role
that required balancing the needs of industry, government,
unions and lobby groups.
“Canada’s National Brewers was part association, part
corporation and part advocate,” Explains Chevalier
D’Avignon, “We shaped and implemented government
policy and were involved in social issues, regulatory issues and supply chain. Our work touched operations and
strategy for more than 450 retail stores in Ontario, distribution in the west, marketing, taxation and drinking and
driving campaigns. Most people don’t know that we were
also the largest recycler of aluminum in North America.”
Chevalier D’Avignon is tremendously proud of the support the organization offered to the industry’s profitability,
recycling and environmental results.

“We changed the tax model in BC which resulted in lower
inflationary pricing for consumers, a tenfold year over
year growth of the BC industry, all of which resulted in
annual revenue growth of over $120 million for the BC
government alone. At that time we also initiated the first
Fetal Alcohol Syndrome Foundation, had the highest recyBorn near a Canadian military base in Germany where his cling return rates in North America with 97% of beer bottles coming back to us to be refilled and 91% of all cans –
mother was a teacher and his father was an accountant,
Chevalier D’Avignon moved to Canada at age 1. He spent we also reduced water consumption by 75%.”
his childhood growing up in Chilliwack where his materIn early 2010 Chevalier D’Avignon was approached by
nal family were pillars of the community. His greatgrandfather was the first dentist in town and served as city one of his mentors, Virginia Green, to throw his hat in the
councilor and chairman of the church board. His grandpa ring for the upcoming position of President of the BC
Business Council. Ms. Green was leaving the position
was a BC tennis champion, successful hardware store
owner and early Park Board commissioner that opened up due to an illness and the board was looking for a replaceCultus Lake. His uncle founded one of the Fraser Valley's ment.
largest law firms and went on to chair the Canadian Judg- “I had been a member of the Business Council for 10
es Council and head the Davies Commission.
years and I had always been impressed with their thoughtWhile in high school, Chevalier D’Avignon served on stu- ful and informed high-level economic research, public
policy and advocacy work.
dent council and played a number of competitive sports
including rugby, baseball, hockey, golf, skiing and tennis
– sports he still enjoys, time permitting.

The BC Business Council was started in 1966 by 30 of the
largest companies in BC and since that time has continued
At the University of British Columbia he joined a fraterni- to grow both in terms of members and influence. Today
ty, played several sports and for the first time took an in- there are 260 companies representing all sectors of the
terest in politics. This initial interest blossomed into a pas- economy and all post-secondary institutions. areas that the
sion and he later worked for the Minister of Justice, the
council focuses on are: keeping BC competitive through a
Minister of National Defense and then in the Primefavorable business environment; attracting, developing
Minister’s office.
and retaining the best talent in BC; driving productivity
Following the government's defeat in 1993 he worked in a
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gains for BC through innovation and technology; providing sustainable access to the land base, and ensuring that
the province provides adequate energy to power industry
and the economy.

be a new standard of care that could turn cancer into a
chronic disease. BC could become a global centre of investment and job creation for Genome research, therapeutic development, medical device and diagnostic industries.

Because the Council is often involved in shaping the business environment through economic policy they needed
someone with a deep understanding of business but with
political chops in Ottawa and Victoria.

“I’ve always enjoyed opportunities that allow me to work
with interesting people that are involved in interesting
work that matters – at the BC Business Council I get to do
that every day.”

“At any given time the Council is involved in a multitude
of projects and files that could range from issues such as
aligning education and labour market demand, taxation
policy, First Nations treaties, international trade, impacts
of the Canadian dollar on productivity, immigration policy, liquid natural gas or any other initiative that helps
drive the economy forward, attracts capital, or frames the
business environment in a way that makes sense.

When it comes to interesting work with interesting people, Chevalier D’Avignon also has some very complimentary things to say about the Sovereign Order of St. John.

One interesting example is the work they are doing in the
garment industry.
“If you look at the technical garment industry for example, we have a very exciting opportunity. Currently we
have global companies resident in BC like MEC, Arcteryrx, Lululemon and Aritzia, along with a host of other
exceptional and emerging international companies. Combined it’s a $3.5 billion, 3,500 person sector but that could
very quickly grow to $10 billion.”

“I was brought into the order by 2 very fine gentlemen;
Chevalier Stephen Rogers, KGSJ and Chevalier Peter
Kains, KGSJ. I liked that it was a faith-based organization
dedicated to caring and giving back to the community. I
grew up in a family where faith and giving back to the
community were important so it resonated with me when
they suggested that I should think about joining the Order.”
Since joining in 2010 Chevalier D’Avignon has been able
to assist the membership committee in small ways by introducing candidates from his business and faith-based
Navigators relationships.

“I think it is significant that we focus on hospice and palliative care – it is so important to give people comfort,
help bring closure and provide dignity and flexibility for
Chevalier D’Avignon is also passionate about local medi- patients and their families to do what they want and need
cal research and its benefits to BC patient care - a sector to do in their final days.”
that is offering hope for cancer patients here and around
the world.
"Research at the BC Cancer Agency is being implemented at the bedside and is saving lives in a way that is not
being done anywhere else. One example is a project
called personal oncogenomics (POG) that sees the BC
Cancer Agency and a team of over 60 oncologists, researchers, geneticists, pathologists and other health professionals working together - sequencing a patient’s entire
genome and matching the genetic spelling mistakes that
cause cancer with drugs that we weren't aware could treat
cancer.”
This personal treatment pioneered in BC in 2008 holds
the promise of new less toxic therapeutic approaches that
act with precision and less side effects. The result could

This biography is the third in a series of profiles running
in the Vancouver Commandery newsletters. These articles
are designed to better acquaint you with your fellow
Knights and Dames.

Submitted by roving reporter, Chevalier Les Jickling, KSJ
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Member News
Chevalier Jim McGregor, KCSJ, has been elected as Chair of the Board
of Governors of the Justice Institute of B.C. He has a thirty-six career in the
Fire Service, retiring as the Fire Chief of Langley City. This is his fifth year
on the Board of JIBC, serving as Vice - Chair for the past three years.
The Justice Institute of B C is recognized as Canada’s leading Public Safety
Educator, Training public safety professionals through exceptional applied
education, training and research.

Hospice Open House
The St. John Hospice at UBC will be holding an open house at noon on October 22nd.
We are pleased to receive the newsletters and messages from other Commanderies and of course the
International office.
Due to the volume of emails from the International Office and in the interest of minimizing the number
of emails that you receive, we will be releasing one email with all of the International news on the last
week of each month. If there is an email of a more time sensitive nature we will send it to you more
promptly.
The new membership directory is in the process of being published. We are going back to the procedure
of sending one to each member. With that in mind, many members do not have a photo in the directory
or need an update. We do not have time to make this year’s printing however, we can gather photos over
the next year to submit for next year. The International office has provided guidelines to us regarding
photo sizes etc. which we will provide to those members wishing to participate. Members will submit
their photos to Administrator Gail Dunn on a CD and she will submit these for the directory.

From the Editor
I hope you enjoy this edition of our newsletter. Once again, I thank all those members who contributed articles or photos. Please remember, if you have a Commandery event or a personal special occasion, we would like to record it on these pages.
Please send any information to: Chevalier Jim McGregor - nine-1@telus.net or
Gail Dunn - Administrator - admin@sosjvancouver.org - (604) 682– 2938
Please visit our website: www.sosjvancouver.org
A special thank –you to Dame Phyllis Grady and Noriko Tidball for their wonderful photos in this
issue.
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